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1. (Currently amended) A method for use in a client computer, the method 
comprising: 

receiving at tt= ^a first client computer a media stream from a server computer in 
a network system, the media stream being simultaneously streamed to 
multiple client computers including the first client computer and a second 
client computer : 

buffering at the first client computer media of the received media stream; 

detecting at the first client computer when the media stream received from the 
server computer in the network system has become globally 
unsynchronized with a — corr e spond i ng — the media stream being 
simultaneouslv streamed to anoth e r the second client computer, the 
media stream received by the first client computer being globally 
unsynchronized with the media stream being streamed to the second 
client computer w hen the media in the buffer at the first client computer is 
greater than the-a_first amount or is less than a second amount , and 
wherein the first client computer determines that it is globally 
unsynchronized independently of the media stream being streamed to the 
second client computer : and 

altering at the client computer a presentation timeline of the media stream in 
order to resynchronize the media stream of the first client computer with 
the media stream of the second client computer . 

2. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering includes 
altering the media stream. 

3. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the altering comprises 
compressing a presentation timeline of the media stream. 
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4. (Original) A metliod as recited in claim 1 , wherein the altering comprises 
increasing the speed at which the media stream is rendered. 

5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the altering comprises 
omitting selected frames from the media stream. 

6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the altering comprises 
using time-scale-modification to remove data from or add data to the media stream. 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the altering comprises 
jumping ahead to a later presentation time. 

8. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the altering comprises 
pausing the presentation of the media stream. 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
storing at least a portion of the media stream in a data buffer; and 

wherein the detecting comprises comparing the amount of data stored in the 
data buffer with a threshold. 

10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 
detecting when the media stream has been globally resynchronized; and 
altering the presentation of the media stream when the media stream has been 

globally resynchronized. 

11. (Original) A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the altering of the 
presentation timeline of the media stream when the media stream has been globally 
resynchronized comprises altering the presentation timeline to be the same as it was 
when the media stream was globally unsynchronized. 
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12. (Original) A computer-readable memory whicli directs the client computer 
to perform the steps of the method as recited in claim 1 . 

13. (Currently amended) An apparatus for use In a network system, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a receiving component to receive at a first client computer a plurality of media 
streams from a server computer in the network system , the media streams 
being simultaneously streamed to multiple client computers including the first 
client computer and a second client computer : 

buffers at the first client computer f or storing media of the received media 
streams; 

a synchronizing component, coupled to the buffers, to determine if the plurality of 
media streams at the first client computer have become globally 
unsynchronized with the media streams being simultaneously streamed to 
the seco nd client computer , a media stream being globally 
unsynchronized when the media in a buffer at the first client computer is 
greater than a first amount or less than an second amount , and wherein 
the first client computer determines that it is globally unsynchronized 
independently of the media stream being streamed to the second client 
computer : and 

a timeline modification component, coupled to the synchronizing component, to 
alter the presentation timeline of at least one of the media streams of the 
first client computer if the p l ura li ty of media streams of the first client 
computer becomes globally unsynchronized with the media stream of the 
second client computer . 

14. (Original) An apparatus as recited in claim 13, wherein the timeline 
modification component is to alter the timeline of the at least one media stream by 
compressing the timeline. 
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15. (Original) An apparatus as recited in claim 13, wherein the timeline 
modification component is to alter the timeline of the at least one media stream by 
omitting selected frames from the media stream. 

16. (Original) An apparatus as recited in claim 13, wherein the timeline 
modification component is to alter the timeline of the at least one media stream by using 
time-scale-modification to remove data from or add data to the media stream. 

17. (Currently amended) A computer-readable storage medium containing a 
program for resynchronizing a media stream, the program having instructions that are 
executable by a network client to perform steps comprising: 

receiving, from a server computer in the network, at the -a first network client, a 
composite media stream including a plurality of media streams , the 
pluralitv of media streams beinc simultaneously streamed to multiple 
network clients includinc the first network client and a second network 
client : 

bufferino. at the first network client, a media stream: 

detecting, at the first network client, when the plura li ty of media streams being 
streamed to the first network client hasve become globally 
unsynchronized with the media stream beinc simultaneously streamed to 
the second network client, wherein the media stream received bv the first 
network client is globally unsynchronized with the media stream received 
by the second network client when the media in the buffer at the first 
network client is greater than a first amount or is less than a second 
amount, and wherein the first network client determines that it is globally 
unsynchronized independently of the media stream being streamed to the 
second network client : and 

altering, at the network client, a timeline of at least ono of the media streams of 
the first ne twork client in order to resynchronize the media streams of the 
first network client and the second network client. 
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18. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the detecting comprises comparing current presentation times of the plurality 
of media streams to one another, and wherein the altering comprises altering the media 
stream of the plurality of media streams having a presentation time that is lagging 
behind the presentation times of one or more of the other media streams. 

19. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the detecting comprises comparing current presentation times of the plurality 
of media streams to one another, and wherein the altering comprises altering the media 
stream of the plurality of media streams having a presentation time that is ahead of the 
presentation times of one or more of the other media streams. 

20. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the altering comprises altering each media stream of the plurality of media 
streams. 

21. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the altering comprises compressing the timeline of the at least one media 
stream. 

22. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the altering comprises increasing the speed at which the at least one media 
stream is rendered. 

23. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the altering comprises omitting selected frames from the at least one media 
stream. 

24. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
wherein the altering comprises using time-scale-modification to remove data from the 
media stream. 
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25. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 17, 
the program having instructions that are executable by the network client to further 
perform steps comprising: 

detecting when the media streams have been resynchronized; and 
altering the timeline of the at least one media stream when the media streams 
have been resynchronized. 

26. (Original) A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 25, 
wherein the step of altering the timeline of the at least one media stream when the media 
streams have been resynchronized comprises altering the timeline to be the same as it 
was when the at least one media stream was globally unsynchronized. 

27-42. (Cancelled) 
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